STATE OF MISSISSIPPE
MISSISSIPPL INSURANCE DEPARTHIENT
LIQUERIED COMPRESSED GAS BOARD

M BE: BRANDON FARMER and UNITED PROPANKE GAS, alea , DELTA
' PROPANE GAS, Ine.

FINDINGS OF FACT, CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND
FINAL ADMINSTRATIVE ORDER

THIS MATTER came for hearing before the Siate Liqueﬁt;-d Compreséed Gas Board
(“Board™), on March 13, 2014, in the offices of the State Fire Academy in Pear], Rankin County,
Mississippi, on the Notice of Hearing and Statement of Charges against Brandon Farmer (Farmer),
Driver/installer, and United Propane Gas, alc.d. Delta Propane Gas, Inc., Permit No. 1837 (UPG).
Mr. Farmer did not appear instead choosing to voluntarily surrender his Li:censa as a
Driver/Installer in lieu of participating in the Hearing. UPG was represented by Mr. Wes
Sheplieid, Director of Safety and Mr. Stepben A. Brandon, Atiomey at Law. The Board, finding
that it has jurisdiction over the parties andl the subject matter (Hxhibits 8-1, $-2, and §-3), and

being fully advised in the premiges makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

AUTHORITY
The hearing was held pursuant to Miss Code Ann § 75-57-101, ei seq, (Rev. 2012),
providing for the promulgation and enforcement of regulations by the State Liquefied Compressed
Gas Board, and specifically under Miss. Code Ann. § 75-57-107 (Rev. 2012) whieh provides that

the Board is authosized to impose monetary penglties and take other disciplinary action.



FIMDINGS OF FACT

1.

On January 14, 2014, L.C. Gas Division Executive Director Robert Pickesing (Pickering)
and Inspector Scottie Cuevas (Cuevas) conducted an investigation after .ree-eiviné information
from Ms. Irene Lucky that her sister’s tank was filled without a leak check being conducted after
atr interraption of service.. (Exhibit S-5)

2.
The investigation confirmed that Brandon Farmer; LC Gas Diiver/Installer No. 13-076,
delivered gas to a tank that was empty at 359 SCR 30, Mt. Olive, MS 39119, (Exhibits 5-4, 8-3)
N ‘
Mr. and Mis. Daniel Warren reside at 359 SCR 30, Mt. Clive, MS 39119, (Exhibit §-5)
4,

Farmer adinitted that he did not pump that particular tank becanse Mr. Warren wamed him

not to come into the yard because of the six (6) dogs that “would come after him”. (Exhibit 8-5)
5.
Farmer admitted that Mr. Warren notified him at the time that he had tumed the valve off a;{
the tank due to low fuel state theréby signifying an interruption in service. (Hxhibit S-3)
5.
Farmer stated that he did not Q_ondud a leak ché_ck. (Fxhibit §-5)
7.
Farmer was an employee of UPG ak.a. Delta Propane Gas, Inc. at the time lie failed to

conduct a leak check. (Bxhibit §-3)
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COMNCLUSIONS OF LAW

9.
Per Miss. Code Amn. § 75-57-9, Natianal Vire Proteetion Association NFPA-54 and
NEPA-58 (among other national codes and standards specified therein) ave adopted by veference 23
specifications for the purpose of material standards, construction, handling, transportation and
installation of all Yquefied compressed gas systems and inspection and operation of pressure
vessels. Consequently, a violation of the provisions' of NFPA-54 and NFPA-58 constitutes a
violation of Miss. Code Ann. §75-57-9.
16.

Farmer and UPG viclated Mississippt Insuzance Department Bulletin 2010-4, “Leak
Checks?, Paragraph I, by failing to perform Lealk Checks on any interviiption of service to an
existing system or first time service to dnew custome.

1.
The aforementioned safety violations by Farmer and UPG constitafe sulficient grounds for

the imposition of disciplinary action per Miss. Code Ann. §§ 75 -57-103 & 75-57-107.

FINAL ADMINSTRATIVE ORDER

IT 15 ORDERED that:

Due to Mr. Fariner sutréndering his License in leu of @ hearing no additional action will be
taken against him for his failure to conduct a leak check.

A inonetary penalty of One Thousand Dollars {$1,000.00) is imposed on. UPG for violating
Mississippi Tnsurance Department Bulletin 2010-4 by failing to perform Leak Checks on any
interraption of service to an existing system or fizst time service to anew customer.  This fine
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shall be payable to the Mississippi Insurance Department and is due within thivty (30) days of the
date of this order.

This Order shall be effectuated after proper service upon or delivery to UPG in accordance
with Title 19, Part 1, Chapter 15 - Rules Regarding the Admiuis;rr'ative Practice and Procedure
before the Mississippi lnsurance Department.

S0 ORDERED, this the 2~ day of March, 2014.

Rulste

ROBLOVE, CHAIRMAN
TIQUEEIED COMPRESSED GAS BOARD

APPROVED BY:

John?W. Bads

Ipecial Assistant Attorney General
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