December 29, 2017

State Fire Marshal Says Take Extra
Precautions with Fireworks, Parties and
Clubs for Fire-Safe New Year
JACKSON – Whether hosting or attending a party to ring in the New Year, Mississippi State
Insurance Commissioner and State Fire Marshal Mike Chaney stresses everyone should take
extra precautions in order to have a fire-safe celebration.
“Everyone needs to be aware of the greater risk of fire when groups gather,” Chaney said.
“Use common sense when handling any type of fireworks and be especially cautious where
children are concerned,” Chaney said.

According to a report from the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), young adults 15 to 19
years of age had the highest estimated rate of emergency department-treated, fireworks-related injuries
while children 5 to 9 years of age had the second highest estimated rate.

Sparklers, often a favorite with children, can reach up to 1200 º Fahrenheit, which is hot enough
to cause third-degree burns.

Following these few simple tips from the Mississippi State Fire Marshal’s Office and the NFPA
can ensure a happy and fire-safe New Year celebration.

FIREWORKS: for those choosing to use consumer fireworks
• Observe local laws. Those wishing to purchase and use fireworks should first check with their
local county and/or fire protection officials to determine that local laws are being followed.
Some municipalities prohibit fireworks from being used within city limits. Additional zoning
regulations prohibiting the use of fireworks may apply in non-municipal areas.
• Use common sense and always read and follow the directions on each firework.
• Never point or throw fireworks at another person.
• Buy from reliable fireworks sellers. Store them in a cool, dry place.
• Always have an adult present when shooting fireworks.
• Put used fireworks in a bucket of water and have a hose ready.
• Only use fireworks outdoors, away from homes, dry grass, and trees.
• Light only one item at a time and keep a safe distance.
• Never experiment or attempt to make your own fireworks.
• Never re-ignite malfunctioning fireworks.
• Never give fireworks to small children.
• Never carry fireworks in your pocket.
• Never shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers.
Hosting a New Year’s Party or attending events at restaurants, clubs and other public
venues
House parties

•

Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your home fire escape plan.

•

Keep children and pets away from lit candles.

•

Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.

•

Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.

•

Ask smokers to smoke outside. Provide deep ashtrays and wet cigarette butts with water
before discarding.

•

After the party, check couches and other upholstered furniture for cigarette butts.

Restaurants, clubs and other public assembly buildings
Before you enter
•

Is the building in a condition that makes you feel comfortable? Is the main entrance wide
and does it open outward to allow easy exit? Is the outside area clear of materials that
may block exits?

•

Have a communication plan. Identify a relative or friend to contact in case of emergency.

•

Pick a meeting place outside to meet family or friends if there is an emergency.

Once inside
•

Look for all available exits and be prepared to use the closest one.

•

Make sure aisles are wide enough and not obstructed by chairs or furniture. Check to
make sure your exit door is not blocked or chained.

•

Are there fire sources such as candles burning, cigarettes or cigars burning, pyrotechnics,
or other heat sources that may make you feel unsafe? Are there safety systems in place
such as alternative exits, sprinklers, and smoke alarms?

During an emergency
•

If an alarm sounds, you see smoke or fire, or other unusual disturbance, exit the building
immediately.

•

Once you are out, stay out. Under no circumstances should you ever go back into a burning
building. Let trained firefighters conduct rescue operations.

Follow the Mississippi Insurance Department (@MSInsuranceDept) and the Mississippi State
Fire Marshal’s Office (@msfiresafe) on Twitter and Facebook for additional fire safety tips
during the holidays.

